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take to cure a victim of St. Vitus' dance by painting his face. This crisis of the modern State is, in its essence, an economic, not a political crisis.    Questions of changing the form of government may arise in connexion with it and characterize its evolution, but such questions are of slight importance in comparison with the essential point, that of the organic economy of the community.   The present crisis is of the nature of a struggle between the upper middle class, la bourgeoisie who possess, the beati possidentes, the aristocratic and privileged few in power, and the " people/' the proletariat, who, to a large degree without property, are yet the  producers  of wealth,  and who  consequently   regard themselves as les desherites.   The  democratic  laic masses have ceased to " clamour in the desert " for equality of privilege, and are rapidly inventing the most ingenious engines of savage warfare against Established Things : humanitarian idealism, liberty, irreligion; or instruments of assault from without:   syndicalism,  " direct   action/' sabotage.    It is a duel to the death between the conservative Social Forms based   on   property   and    the    Revolutionary   Coalitions (syndicate) that are gradually disciplining the mass of producers.   And behold the result in France !   France is the country which contains the largest number of property-owners ; it is the classic realm of thrift; it is the corner of the globe where the land is most equally divided, where the bas-de-laine is always darned, where the pitcher of   the Danaids is a constantly replenished jar of wine.    Such industrialism as has taken root on French soil has of course produced the same kind of friction as the clash between capital and labour has brought  about in other parts of the world.     But industrialism,   business  initiative,  have been less characteristic of modern France than of the German Empire, of England and of the United States.    The comparatively greater diffusion of property in France, and the simpler economic and industrial organization, have kept her people " backward "; but these very causes have, at the